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F:I NE ARTS are taught in the Baird Music Building, named

for the late Dr. William Jesse Baird, fifth president of Morehead State Colleg·e. Dr. Baird labored so diligently to build and
promote the in~titution that he became ill and died three years
ago. He was one of the institution's most beloved leaders. This
building was completed in 1953 at a cost of $350,000. It is the
newest building on the spacious campus.
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LLIE YOUNG HALL, girls' dormitory, will be converted to a men's d0rlrii_tory io":.nouse.·
students dispossessed when Thompson Half'and Men's Hall, men's .dormitories, are-ta~~11i.ver as -quarters for navy trainees; first of who_m,:.are expected at Morehead Jun:_ 1. :' -:

THIS BUILDING WILL BE USED JOINTLY by navy trainees and Morehead State
Teachers College students. The building, which houses the school's auditorium and gymnasium, is only one of those on the Morehead campus that will be used b the Na

dormitory, will be converted to a men's dormitory to house
students dispossessed when Thompson Hall and Men's Hall, men's dormitories, are taken
ver as quarters for navy trainees, first of whom are expected at Morehead June 1.
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Preface
Unless one has lived through the time when the campus has changed so
much, it is hard to visualize what the campus looked like 48 years ago. The
photos incorporated in the text should help the reader in that transition. The
campus has continued to change over the years (i.e., the Boulevard). Most
people do not know what the original buildings looked like as many have
under-gone architectural changes, some times dramatic change, such as the
student center. I have said to many people over the years, that there is a great
advantage of having known most of the people whose names enshrine the
facades of the buildings on our campus. Since I knew most of the people, I
have memories of them that make each building come alive so that names
are not just markers but descriptive in human terms. Many of the short stories in italics allow the reader to "step aside" from the central theme to get
better acquainted with the person or the situation. They give you insight
into the background of the individual's unique contribution to the history
of an institution that has evolved into a Great Regional University Read the
narrative, enjoy the photos and attachments and you too can walk down
memory lane with me. I hope the readers gain a new respect for the people
who helped make this University what it is today
The author assumes the sole responsibility for the accuracy or inaccuracy of
the memories described. The acknowledgements should indicate my sincere attempt to validate my memory and/ or to correct it. I learned a lot in
writing this manuscript and it forced me to recall many wonderful memories. I sincerely hope the reader can sense the pride and the love that I hold
dearly regarding Morehead State University
C. Nelson Grote, the 11th President ofMSU

~
A walk along the University Boulevard for many of us is like a stroll
down memory lane. I arrived on campus on August 10, 1960. We were
called Morehead State College at that
time with a primary purpose of preparing
teachers for the public schools. Figure #l.
= BULLETIN OF = :
(We were identified as Morehead State
MOREHEAD
Teachers College until 1930.) There were
STATE COLLEGE
more than 2400 students on campus in
1960. Most students resided on campus
and all faculties were expected to live in
Morehead/ Rowan County Faculty and
staff knew each other and they in tum
knew the names of most of the students.
Students were discouraged from having
a car on campus unless they needed it to
go to a job or to go back home. Freshmen
parked in a compound and turned their Figure 1. The 1960 Bulletin/Catalog
keys in and picked them up on Friday
Cars on campus were not supposed to be moved during the day We were a
big family It was a very personal place. There was a great spirit. When things
were going welt it was a happy place. When we had a problem, everyone
was sad.
Having lived here off and on over a span of 47 years, I don't just see
buildings with identifying names, but in most cases I knew the people whose
names are on most of these buildings. I see those people and remember who
they were and recall stories relating to many of them. It gives the campus a
special personal feeling that warms my heart in such a way that I can safely
say that I love the University because I loved so many people associated
with the institution. Do me a personal favor, and let me walk you down
memory lane and see ifyou, too, will feel differently as you stroll the campus
in the future.
=

,10REllEAD, KENTUCKY =

GE/Vf:RAL

C,.T,41.0G
19S9-61

(It might behelpful as you read the narrative tofollow the Campus Map attached,
specifically the buildings marked in red that were here in 1960) Figure #2.

2

3

hO

1G0~
iJl

=a
I

:;l:

~

!

1

~!
~

~

.;,

~i
Jl i

~(i)~J&
~

~ ~
J

v,

Jl~

•

'

• ,!

~~

&.

c

~

X')

§
i5i

l;~
a 'i:

::

m

-g

f'.l~ I}::;'°

~
C

g-

':'°Q

q~">-- ~

l~f.
~- -~ f

.Bl

=;;

fl°. ~ .~~13-:
-

~ i!

g_Jl I ~i~
.... -]

11~11"'~ "t
~

iHi

E

iE

8

NJ!
......

C/)

1
O!

LL

•
al

~

~u

::r:
~

0

7

~-

I5~
p...

;~

:2

~

R
~
1---i

C

~io
I

,]~

"1-l

'/,."'+'

~ .B

\ --8..!

m >B ci>

'-' cU

l~

,!!

~I

c•= ~ o
Jo

1

~

]l a! l
---..__---:::::::::; ~d

tl
~

,g

-~

E
m2

11

~

Before we take that stroll and talk about the names on the various
buildings, we need to establish a base line regarding the buildings that were
here and already named when I arrived in 1960. Ifyou start walking with me
on the west end ofthe campus, there was no Lloyd Cassity Building or Reecl
Hall, and the Combs
Classroom Building was
not yet built.
Residences
were
located along third
street to the corner of
University Boulevard.
Where
Combs
Classroom Building is
Figure 3. Home Management House prior to
today was a cottage with
Combs Classroom Building.
small porches on each end
and a sidewalk out to the street
with pretty flowers on each side. Figure #J. The house was called the Home
Management House where students practiced for the Home Economics
Program. Miss Patti Bolin, the Department Chair, lived there.
Lappin Hall (built in 1937) was nearly one-third the size of the current
building. Figure #4. From the front it looks just like the building I remember
because we required the
architect to retain the integrity
of the architecture when
it was renovated. (My first
office was in Room 212).
The President's Home (built
in 1928) was there with a
screened-in porch on the right
side and no brick wall around
Figure 4. Lappin Hall before two additions.
the backyard. The one-car
garage was underground, near
the vicinity of the new triple garage that is there now. There was an entrance
on the side ofButtonAuditorium so that the President and his guests could
walk directly into the building from the house to attend a basketball gan1e or
a program in the Auditorium. It was closed during my administration.

Figure 2. Special Campus Map with 1960 highlights.
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Senff Natatorium (built in
1932) Figure #S. was named
for Judge Earl W Senff of Mt.
Sterling, in Montgomery
County who served as
Secretary of the Board of
Regents. (His nephew, Dr. Earl
King Sen~ a faculty member,
Figure 5. Sen.ff Natatorium before demolition.
wrote the MSU fight song
which is still being used.) TI1e
building was a short distance
behind the President's house and was the official campus pool where our
children learned to swim in
the summer. Bill Mack was the
swimming coach and he and
others taught private swimming
lessons there. (Mrs. Jean Mack
still resides in Morehead.) On
the corner across the street was
a very small two-story brick Figure 6. Original Student Center prior to two
building that was designed as the
additions.
Student Center (built in 1957).
Figure # 6. On College Avenue, just east of the Student Center, there were
residences and the house on the corner of College Boulevard and Normal
Avenue was owned by William Caudill. The Senior Scholarship program
that we have today that allows persons
65 years old to take tuition-free classes is
called the Caudill Fellowship. There were
residences all the way to Elizabeth Avenue
and there were no buildings between
University Boulevard and College Avenue
such as the Administration Building, or the
Art building. In fact, the Boulevard was twoway with cars parallel parked on both sides.
Earlier, the Boulevard was two-way with a
Figure 7. The early Boulevard with
lighted grass median intermittently Figure
grass medians, lights and
#7. The Boulevard continues to change in
parallel parking.
appearance.
6

Immediately behind the President's Home was Button Auditorium
(built ih 1927). In addition to the auditorium, the co!l~ e basketball court
was located there. It was called -l-. s--. ,. . . . .
-2 .... - ••cf--...:=::::a "cracker box" because it was
shaped like a box ,,vith very
limited seating. The auditorium
was of course named for the
first President, Dr. Frank Button.
Dr. Button may have resided in
the President's Home for a few
months.
Figure 8. Johnson Camden Library prio r to
Walking just beyond the
A..
a~ ition~
fit( Sttr-F 'di..
President'sHomeisFieldsHall(a
~ I . • /fU.J.~ ~lO
residence hall built in 1927\ the bea ·
· ·
v u u --, v u
bi-&r-&~
'
(built in 1930) Figure #8. andAllie Young Hall (a residence hall) that was built
in 1926. There were beautiful old
trees that shaded the area all the
way from the President's Home
to the Administration Building,
and they were destroyed by a
straight-line wind storm in 1993.
.,._ _ _ _ _..__.__ _ _.,,, There was no Ginger Hall and
Figure 9. Original Administration Building with the next building was not called
central facade and double stairway.
Rader Hall but was the beautiful
Administration Building (built
in 1925). Figure #9. You will remember that there was no administration
building across the street at that time. Unfortunately; the beautiful cut stone
entrance was removed in the renovation of this building.

,-,,iJ,~~JA''

or

An aside: In driving Dr Doran
through the campus one da]I he
said that he regretted changing the
facade of Rader Hall and that the
cut stone should have remained.
The Grote-Thompson Hall
(built in 1927) was next and the
original smaller Breckinridge

Figure 10. Original Breckinridge Training School
before two additions.
7

Hall (built in 1931) stood on the :corner enhanced by huge oak trees.
Breckinridge Hall housed all 12 grades in the Training School used as a
practice teaching laboratory for prospective teachers Figure # 10. Across the
street to the east was the original small Baird Music Hall. The first section
of the Music Building (built in
1954) was named for William
Jessie Baird) an early President
of the college. Figure # 11. The
road between Breckinridge Hall
and Baird Music Hall went to
Eagle Lake and as soon as the
bridge was finished) the road led
to the married student housing Figure 11. Original Baird Music Hall b~fore two
complex called
Lakewood
additions.
Terrace.

An aside: My family and I moved into the very first duplex1 next to Eagle Lake)in
August of 1960. Since the bridge across the branch was unfinished, the rnovingvan
had to drive through Farney Martindale's backyard with all of the old appliances
everywhere. While unloading our furniture the asphalt pavers started up the drive
and there was a choice ofpaving or unloading It was resolved by the pavers helping
to unload the van. Duringthatyea,; we observed the completion ofthe many married
housing buildings and the laundry buildingwhich made up Lakewood Terrace that
served many studentsJaculty and staff
1

beyond Baird Music Hall) the attractive
men's residence hall called Men's Hall
(built in 19J7) ended the permanent
structures to the east. However, there
was a number of temporary structures
that were referred to as Vets Village Figure
# 13. for returning veterans and Riceville
for married students) faculty and staff
These facilities were war surplus and
were relocated to the campus.

An aside: John and Dot Collis remember
moving into Vets Village in the fall of 194 7.
Sue Wells recalls that she and Randy moved
into Riceville in the swnmer of 1960 when
she was a student and Randy was a first
year faculty member.

Figure 13. Mays Hall, Tennis Courts
and Vets Village.

There were no buildings behind Breckinridge Hall or Baird Music Hall.
The field that Alumni Hall (built in 1996) now occupies was the practice
football field and was used by the Marching Band to practice. The campus
was very pretty Buildings were
\tc )I
l ,\
1
compatible in architecture and texture.
~ . It was peaceful and was truly nestled in
the rolling hills of Eastern Kentucky
(When we became a University we
'"'ll!
F •. - - •A
_ b_ d. . . .
had new official stationery depicting
zgure 14.
ran new vmversity
.
.
.
located in the Rolling
the tollmg hills which was used for
Hills of Kentucky.
some time.) Figure #14.

I

1

Cartmell Hall (built in 1969) did not exist nor did the Laughlin Health
Building (built in 1967). In its place was an old concrete football stadium)
named for William LeGrande Jayne) Dean of the Morehead Normal
School and Chairman of
the Athletics Committee.
A granddaughter still
resides in Morehead. The
stadium was facing east
looking out on a grassy
field. Figure # 12. Where
Cartmell Hall stands now
Figure 12. Old concrete Football Stadium.
was where the tennis courts
were located in 1960. Wetherby Gymnasium (built in 1956) was new
and that was where all basketball games were played. If you continued on

An aside: Before we proceed, we need to recognize that on July 11 1966, we
became Morehead State University. This was a major change, not only in title but
programmatically. State colleges across the country were going through a narne
change also. While we built on the tradition ~f teacher education, it was a creative
time to begin the exciting proposal of broadening our curriculum. For example1
business classes were no longer just business education but business administration
that soon led to amaster's degree in business administration with many new program
emphases. In regard to the name change, it was pervasive and expensive. I remember
that the 1966-67 Catalog was already printed b~fore we gained University status.
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Therefore, the decision was made to . ,,
~
prepare a supplement to the Catalog to · inrnt:1~:~~;:1~~~~\:;J ~\~:_~ii:r:~._;:'.::1,::~1ke lht'lr own fimtncial
bring attention to the fact we were now
apar;~
~: ·11~
1b:~i~t1~\l~il~~f~: ~~~:.~dw~~,•~:~fdr:~~I,
a University. A draft was prepared and
edited by Vice President Lappin with
:.l~~~l~~;!:~f.,: :l:f:~i i ~J~,;:~J..~i\Ti: I~:\;t;i1::/: ~~:~f~~s
great care and dedication Thefinal copy
was sent to the printers. However, no
stud~~r':\o11i;:~k~l!:~~gr1ilc :~:11 P,:": :t~~I1;~ ~';~~~it11:~ ;~ 1 r::~;~
one knew that it would be based on the
revision of existing printers plates and
plar}ju~~~n~s r~::::~:gsc~L~:.,(~~,cArtf/,:la:.nr:~1 1!:-~t}~r :cS:l~;~l l~~~
when it was published as a University
Supplement it had Morehead State
College printed on all even numbered
pages and the word University in all
1[i1,~I~~;~1~t:1t: ~~~~,:1:u~1~
:~~71:, :~:~i:.~!~:~1,fcf1~i" i~i'1~·h:l:~1~~l,1i'
of the text where general iriformation
was written. Figure #1S. We were
all appalled and immediately began
~:~it;,~;j;'.~n:t~~~I:'~(" 0!!::~~ {:( ~;: <l~~~1:::1~;t} p;;:~~:1:: !1~~1:
preparing the 1997-98 catalog with
~-!;~1:.i;: ~mtcl~~~ 1: ~~,~u~h:cl:!~~11::~~ l~~ir~~tc~:rl~igs;~~H!i~ ~~~~~g'\~;\::~
corrections. It took years to revise all of
ourforms, documents and signage.
Figure 15. University or a State
arnu1gc
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responsible for these two departments as well as Agriculture and Business.
The first set of floor plans was done in consultation with faculty and staff
Immediately behind the Cassity Building is Reed Hall (built fn 1973),
named after B.F. Reed1 a Regent from Drift1 KentuckJi located in Floyd
County in Eastern Kentucky. He was a coal executive and highly respected.
He was appointed six times to the Board of Regents and because ofhis high
interest in technical education1 it was logical to name the building for him..

An aside: Mr. Reed was appointed by six Governors: Lawrence Wetherb]J A.B.
Chandle0 Bert T Combs, Edward Breathitt; Louie B. Nunn and Wendell H. Ford.
President Doran was protective of his relationship with the Board of Regents and
people like myself had little contact with them. In the 11 years I served as a Division
Chairman and later as the Dean ofApplied Sciences and Technology, I was never
invited to attend a Board meeting

cnleml:ir.

ST UDENT LOAD

Tl1C< minimum amount of work tha! n full-time .studcut m,w
c;i rry. cuch S(.•nwskr is 12 hours: the mn-.:im11n1 1onounl ii; l7 seuws11'.r
hours c(<.:cpl a~ fo llows:
A slmlent who hns c;mwd o q1mlity-poinf standing of 3.0 during
11
8
l,:

College: Can it be both?

~
NoWi let's take that stroll full of memories down the MSU Boulevard
after 19601 beginning our walk once again on the west end of the campus.
(See circle on map, Figure 2.) The Lloyd Cassity Building (built in 1962)
was named for Lloyd Cassit}'J a Regent for 23 years from Ashland1 in Boyd
County He was "Mr. Public Relations" with a warm smile and personality
He was a co-owner of Spring Grove Dairy that had a distribution center
here in Morehead where the County Attorney's Office is located on East
Main. He was very active in the Ashland Chamber of Commerce. It was
my privilege to be in charge of planning the Cassity Building and to work
directly with the architect with my initial drawings. 1he west half of the
building was for the Industrial Arts Department and the east halfwas for the
Home Economics Department. As a Division Head1 I was administratively
10

Reed Hall is physically connected to the Cassity Building with an elevated
enclosedwalkwaytoalloweaseinthemovementofequipmentandmaterials,
as well as people. Reed Hall has an underground parking area which was an
experimental design along with the elevated walkway I was responsible for
these two unique characteristics as well as the total design of the building.
There were many innovative facilities within this structure including an
information storage and retrieval system as well as the greenhouse complex
next door. I have always had reservations about the choice of the exterior,
but when I realized what it would look like, it was really too late to make a
cost effective change. When I left in May 19711 the foundation was in place
along with basic underground utilities. Reed Hall was designed to serve as
the Appalachian Technical Institute1 a concept partially funded by ARC
Funds made available by Representative Carl Perkins. After I left as Dean1
the concept was not developed or implemented.
Many ofus argued with Dr. Doran that the Home Management House
should be torn down so that the Combs Classroom Building could be built
there1 but he insisted on relocating it directly behind the new building. It was
to be temporarYi but housing space was at a premium. It became known as
the Music House as Mr. EJ. Music, a native of Paintsville1 KentuckJi one of
our two fine security officers at that time, lived in it for many years. Then it
became a storage building/ dressing area for the theater program as there
was a small theater on the first floor of the Combs Classroom building.
The temporary building was destroyed by fire in 1997 and razed in 1998,

11

provin~ once again, that temporary buildings usually become permanent.
The Combs Classroom Building (built in 1961) was of course named
after the Honorable Bert Combs, the Governor at that time. He was a
distinguished attorney from Clay County in Eastern Kentucky and a great
friend of higher education. It was during the time he was Governor that
the Community Colleges were authorized. It was my privilege to plan the
second floor, which was to house the Business Department, in consultation
with faculty and staff
Lappin Hall (built in 1937) was named for Warren Lappin who was a
long-time Dean of Morehead State College and later the Vice President for
Academic Affairs at the University He also served on two occasions as the
interim President. This building has had two additions and a renovation of
the original buildtng. There were facilities for several programs in the App lied
Sciences included in the second addition because of a major increase in
enrollment in those areas. One ofthe facilities that was built on the first floor
was a commercial kitchen and a fine dining room. This was a laboratory for
the preparation of dietetic students and advanced foods classes. Dr. William
Simpson, the Dean of the School of Sciences and Mathematics, was very
unhappy that space had been provided in his building and dubbed it "Grote's
Bar and Grill:' We had a college-wide contest to give it a "proper" name,
and it was called the Cornucopia Room for years. Just recently, it has been
renovated into a sophisticated science laboratory and named for Dr. David
Magrane, a most deserved recognition. I was president when the second
addition was funded and let for contract.
The screened in porch on the President's Home was converted into a s~n
room. The brick walls around the backyard were built from funds not used
in the Cassity Building. Dr. and Mrs. Adron Doran lived in the President's
Home their entire tenure. Later, a second floor was added above the
sunroom. They had a live- in maid who was an integral part of the family

..An aside: I rarely was on the first floor of the house but met regularly with Mrs.
Doran in the basement entering by the back door in the late 60s. She would consult
with me and run ideas or problems by me in confidence. The PDI program was
considered there. In reverse,_, I was able to irifl,uence the President as Mignon was
involved with 'pillow talk" with .A.dron. It was a two-way street
The Student Center, later named after President Doran, has had three
additions. First, the smaller two-story brick building was enveloped with an
addition (built in 1967) to the front and to the right side as well as capped
1
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with a ,new third floor. Figure #l 6. It was
3rd floor on top
covered with white marble, which soon
I
deteriorated and had to be replaced.
/. 1- - - H
Roof became the floor
/£
More recently, the building underwent
for the addition
,' 1 60 feet
/ oddedon
,,,.,,
' ,
side
an expansion toward the front as well
,/ff,
as new terracing and the closing of the
~- .;;.:_ :.--T/ ..,,_,bl !/
Boulevard. Figure 17.
Fj __-,,,, ;"2;;····•-_JJ_J
Fields Hall (built in 1927) is one ofthe
oldest buildings on campus. It was named
for Dora]. Fields from Olive Hilt the first F'igure 16. 1m·t·ta1stud en t c en t er
female member of the Board of Regents
enveloped as a part of
and wife of Governor William Fields.
the addition.
This building is on the National Register
of Historic Places. When I arrived in 1987 as President, it was an eyesore on
the Boulevard. Student groups used it as a "Haunted House" at Halloween.
Windows were broken
out and it was a dump
inside. This building
was renovated ( 1990)
1. :
with new and exciting
concepts for student
residents during my
Figure 17. First addition to the Adron Doran
administration.
1 {f ,ti ftS t /n1(1t,S,
Student Center.
1~
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Johnson Can1den-Carroll Library
named for U.S. Senator Johnson N.
Camden,Jr. has undergone two additions
( 1965 / 1978) with the last one five stories
high. Figure # 18. The last addition gives
recognition to Governor Julian Carrolt
hence, the combined name oftheJohnson
Camden-Carroll Library shortened
to the Camden-Carroll Library It sits
prominently and properly in the center of
the campus.
Allie Young Hall was built ( 1926) and
named before I arrived in 1960 and it was
13

.

Figure 18. First addition to the
Johnson Camden Library.

used as a residence hall. Allie Young was a prominent lawyer and Judge in
Rowan County whose office was in the little building that is on the Historic
Registry just south of the Garrard Faculty House on College Boulevard. (It
was originally located on the Courthouse lawn.) He was in the Legislature at
the time when the decision was made to locate a college here in Morehead
and is given much credit for influencing the final vote.

An aside: Mr. Young's daughter is Jane Young Holbrook who was very young when
her father died. Highway 32 north is named for him as well as a bridge crossing the
Ohio River at Maysville. Jane's husband was a well-known dentist and businessman
in Morehead for many years. They now reside at Woodson Bend, near Somerset,
Kentucky. We know them well and enjoy theirfriendship.
The new administration building known as the Howell-McDowell
Building ( 1963) was built in two stages. It was a one-story building with a
walk-out lower level for several years. Figure# 19. When it was first completed,
all of the adminis-trative services were moved from the building across the
street now known as Rader Hall. As we continued to grow and when we
needed major new space for
our first computer center
and other office space, a
second floor was added
in 1965. The remodeled
building was named for
two members of our Board
of Regents, Mr. Cloyd
McDowell from Harlan in
Harlan County, Kentucky; Figure 19. The new Administration Building.
One-story with a walk-out bottom floor.

I:.

an d M r. Jerry Howe11 1rom
Jackson in Breathitt County, Kentucky. Both men were in the coal business
and were leaders in their respective communities. I did not know Mr.
McDowell well. Mr. Howell served on the Board of Regents for 12 years
and was chairman of the Presidential search committee that brought me
back to MSU in 1987. He had served in the Legislature with Dr. Doran
and was a long time friend. His son, Jerry Howell Jr., was a distinguished
Professor ofEnvironmental Sciences until he retired and he still resides part
time in Morehead.
The old administration building ( 1925) was completely renovated with
a new facade ( 1970) and was designed to house the Social Sciences. As
14

Clifford Rader was the Division Chairman at the time of the renovation
and who died soon after, the building was named in his memory. Dr. Rader
was not only a professional person, he was also a fine craftsman. He made
steel knives, which he gave to his dinner guests1 and he also was a musician
and played the banjo. Years after his death1 his widow donated two of his
instruments to MSU including a beautiful banjo with ivory inlays and
carvings. After his death, Dean Roscoe Playforth, one of the first five Deans,
occupied the major office in this building for many years.
Ginger Hall was built ( 1969) to house the Dean of Education and
the Education and Behavioral Science faculty and staff plus classrooms
and laboratories. Lyman Ginger was a long-standing Dean of Education
at the University of Kentucky. He was a special friend of Dr. Doran's. Dr.
Ginger served as Superintendent of Public Instruction from 1972-1975
and was active in the Kentucky Education Association. While at state and
national conferences, Dr. Doran would accompany him and serve as his
parliamentarian. Dr. Doran was an expert on parliamentary procedures
since he had served as Speaker of the House in the Kentucky Legislature.
Dr. Doran wanted to honor Dr. Ginger for his distinguished service to
education in Kentucky by naming this new multi-story building for him.
When Dr. Ginger retired1 he served as the administrator of the Cardinal
Hills Rehabilitation Center in Lexington and later as the chair of their
Foundation. He had an imposing stature and was a very likeable person.
The Claypool-YoungArt Building (built in 1969) was named after two
art faculty members who had spent many years at MSU. Tom Young was
an extraordinary carver. As a hobby; he carved an entire miniature circus.
He also had a wonderful train set with miniature buildings, bridges1 people,
trees, pets, etc. Each summer, he would assemble his train set on a big table
along the sidewalk in front of the Library on the Boulevard. He would wear
a blue work shirt, a red handkerchief around his neck, a blue engineer's cap
and operate the many engines, cars, and cabooses. They made real sounds,
including authentic train whistles. My children, who were little at that time1
were fascinated with Mr. Young. His son was also an art teacher and followed
his father here at MSU. Naomi Claypool was in the family that owned the
big Claypool Hotel in Indianapolis. She was single all of her life. She lived
in the house on the comer of Elizabeth and the Boulevard and rented the
upstairs apartment to Patti Bolin once the Home Management house was
moved. She was small in stature just like Miss Bolin but strong willed. Miss
Claypool taught our education students how to teach art in the elementary
15

and secondary school classrooms. She didn't like to be teased but because
of that fact, she was teased a lot. It was very appropriate that this building be
named after these two long-time art faculty members.
Grote-Thompson Hall (built in 1927) was one of the original residence
halls. It was named initially for James H. Thompson of Bourbon Count)'1
former speaker of the House of Representatives who voted on the location
of Morehead State Normal School. In 2008, the Board of Regents re-named
the building by adding the name Grote. Dr. C. Nelson Grote was the 11th
President. Dr. Grote served as the Chairman of the new Division ofApplied
Arts, the first Dean of the School of Applied Sciences and Technology
adding up to eleven years. The building had not been renovated since its
original construction. One light hung from the ceiling in each room and
there were only four electrical receptacles in each room. Circuits were
"protected" with old fashioned fuses that students would often circumvent
with a copper penny behind them. It was a fire trap. It was stripped down to
its concrete beams and completely renovated during my administration. In
the destruction of the inside materials, the contractor found bare wires and
wires with fragile coverings.We were lucky to have rebuilt it at the right time.
A fire would have been tragic. This building is on the National Register of
Historic Places.
An aside: A remarkable event occurred during the renovation of this building
In 1989-90, it was standard procedure to build from the bottom up. For example,
drain pipes, water lines and electrical conduit started at the lowest level and were
built upward by intervals. In this case7 the building was renovated from the top
down. They made alignment possible with laser beams. It was amazing to watch.
Remember this was in 1989-90!
Breckinridge Hall built in 1931 had a new addition in 1965. This fourstory classroom and office building was named in honor of Robert J.
Breckinridge, a former State School Superintendent. Previously known
as Breckinridge Training School and University Breckinridge Schoot it
was used for S l years as the University's laboratory for teacher training.
Students who attended are fondly called "Breck Brats" and many have
had outstanding careers because of the excellent faculty Breckinridge was
substantially renovated and expanded in 2002 to include a fine theater with
wonderful supporting facilities, new TV studios, a new home for the Public
Radio Station and many fine classrooms and laboratories.
16

An aside: While discussing the renovation ofFields Han Grote-Thompson Hall
and Mays Hall within ashort timeframe, it may be appropriate to include somefacts
that may not be well known. It should be noted that in 1990-91, ourfall enrollment
had grown to 8622. We had housing applications from 4,444 students and even
though we assigned three to each room that normally housed two and five to each
room that regularly housed four students, we simply ran out ofspace. So we rented
the entire University Lodge (forrnerly known as the Bruce Motel) that was located
down on Main Street (near where Rite Aid stands today). We also rented a large
number ofrooms at the Holiday Inn (now the Knights Inn) out at the intersection of
I-64 and 32. As the fall semester settled in, and as rooms or spaces were vacated on
campus, we were able to bring the students from the two hotels back to the campus.
Even then many rooms still accommodated one or more students, more than a
normal assignment throughout the rest ofthe year. Finally, we also need to recognize
that we had an urgent need to renovate the three residence halls on the Boulevard
in order to present an appearance ofpride and high standards to future students. It
should also be recognized that between the fall semester of 1987 to the fall semester
of 1992, our enrollment grew by 55 %, a record ofunusual achievement.
Cartmell Hall ( 1969) was named after another Regent. He was a medical
doctor from Maysville, in Mason Count)'1 Kentucky It was remarkable
that as a physician he still took the time to serve as a regent for 24 years,
establishing a record. You never forgot Dr. W H. Cartmell as he was ve1y
distinguished looking. His suits were immaculate and he had a tiny perfectly
trimmed moustache like Clark Gable. He served as chair of the Regents
from 1972-76.
An aside: A big concretefooting outside of Cartmell Hall, which was the basefor a
very large piece ofequipment that reached all the way up to the top ofthe building in
the construction process, was keptformany years. Itwas left there because the original
plans included twin towers which were never realized. It was removed recently.
Once the newJayne Stadium was built, the old concrete football stadium
was tom down. In its place, the Laughlin Health Building was erected in
1967. It was designed to physically merge with Wetherby Gymnasium.
Bob Laughlin held numerous jobs in athletics over the years, with his last
position as Athletic Director. Many of us most remember him as the men's
basketball coach.
An aside: He had a brother-in-law in southeastern Michigan with the nickname
of 'Shorty" who spotted outstanding players from throughout southeastern Michigan
and referred them to Bob. That is one reason a number of our players were tall young
men and outstanding athletes from Michigan.
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Bob Laughlin's coaching career may have started in the gym in the Button
Auditorium building where ROTC is housed now But I remember the
basketball games in Wetherby with great joy. The gymnasium was named
for Lawrence WWetherbywho served as Lieutenant Governor and then as
Governor upon the resignation of Governor Earle Clements who went on
to serve as a United States Senator. It was small and intimate.For games with
Eastern Kentucky University and other big contests, chairs were brought
in and lined the floor. Students would line up outside for hours to get a
seat. Frank Laughlin, a brother of Coach Laughlin, with his big cigar in his
mouth, sat in the same spot every game. His voice boomed and everyone in
the gym could hear him either coaching or riding the referees.
An aside: This is the place where the tradition of Mrs. Doran playing the organ
before the game and during halftime originated. They actually rolled an electric
organ out on the floo" and she played rousing music. She played the Star Spangled
Banner at the beginning of each game, th~ Fight Song and other traditional music,
and My Old Kentucky Home at the end. Every one knew everyone else. It was a
festivat and we won a lot ofgames.
May's HaU (formerly Men's Hall) was in almost the same sad condition
as Fields Hall was in the fall of 1987. It had not housed students for several
years and only the first floor was heated and used for storage. Windows
had plywood and cardboard in them and some were broken. It was in a
prominent location on campus and looked terrible. In addition, we seriously
needed housing for a growing student body. It was completely renovated in
1991-92 with a new design creating small attractive apartments and is now
called May's Hall Apartments.
Butler Hall (1961) was named for Wendell Butler who was the State
Superintendent of Schools in Kentucky for several terms. At that time,
the State Superintendent of Schools was the chairman of all of the college
Boards of Regents. He was a major figure in higher education so it was
appropriate to name a building for him. Later, the law was changed allowing
each Board to elect its chairman from their ranks. Butler Hall was partially
renovated under my administration in 1991-92.
Normal Hall ( 1967) was named in recognition of our early history as a
Normal School. Wilson Hall ( 1962) was named after Roger Wilson who
served as the Vice President of Student Services for many years. Cooper
Hall ( 1965) was named after United States Senator John Sherman Cooper,
a man respected by Democrats as well as Republicans in his own party.
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An aside: I had the privilege to know him fairly well and, just days before he died,
I received a check in the mail from him for $10,000 niade out to the University
Foundation. I wrote a special thank you to him the satne da)IJ but he died the day
before the letter arrived on his desk. 1hey returned my letter as a courtesy. When I
was the National President of the AVA, I spent a lot of time in Washington, DC
and rode the train to and from Morehead. When coming home on Friday nights, I
often sat with Senator Cooper and ate dinner with him in the dining car This was
a special honor
Regents Hall ( 1963), ofcourse, was in recognition ofthe role ofthe many
citizens who had served on our Board. Nunn Hall ( 1969) was named for
Governor Nunn's wife, Beula. Governor Nunn also served on the Board of
Regents and was the Chair of the Board of Regents at a very difficult time
in the history of the University. Governor Ned Breathitt also served on the
same Board along with Calvin Akers, a former Supreme Court Judge, and
Dr. Alan Lansin~ a distinguished cardiologist from Louisville. With the
other members, it was a powerful Board of Regents. Waterfield Hall ( 1960)
was named after Harry Lee Waterfield, a former Lt. Governor and a long
time friend of Dr. Doran.
The three residence halls named for Mignon Doran, the wife ofDr.Adron
Doran, serve as a worthy tribute to her many contributions to the Universio/J
to Eastern Kentucky and in many ways, to the Commonwealth. She was a
stylish lady, whose influence was felt by everyone who met her. Not only
was she Dr. Doran's partner over the years, she introduced a program on
campus called the Personal Development Institute (PD I) which she taught
as a volunteer initially. The Deans were required to take the course and I
found it very helpful. It continued for years after she retired and was copied
by other institutions. She died in 2008 at the age of 96.
An aside: Ladies of all ages may find this segment hard to believe and amazing
when Mrs. Grote tells this true story ofafunny occurrence. Mrs. Doran was a stylish
lady who was always dressed in fashion and a big champion of hats in the 60s. She
had many hats and most were made by Mrs. Tant a local milliner: Mrs. Doran had
a telephone tree" that she used on some occasions to advise agroup ofladies on what
to wear She would call one person and they in turn would call two and those two
would call two until all were advised. On one such occasion, when there was a short
notice, she advised that white gloves would be appropriate. wen one of the ladies
could notfind her white gloves and was desperate. She called a dear friend who had
found her gloves and they concluded that they would share one pair by each ofthem
11
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'carrying' just one white glove. It worked! These two wondeiful ladies still reside in
the community.
The Rice Service Building ( 1965) was named after W H. "Honie" Rice,
a graduate engineer from the University of Kentucky and our Director
of Maintenance for many years. Riceville, that was discussed earlier was
named for this person. He was a burly man who never smoked a cigar but
just chewed on them. It was his trademark. He had the infrastructure of the
entire campus memorized and could fix anything on campus. He was also
proclaimed the best bridge player in Morehead. His wife, Virginia, was the
Home Economics teacher at Breckinridge School.
Downing Hall ( 1967) was named for George Downing, the first MSU
football coach and faculty member. At the time it was built, the football
players were required to live there. Now the NCM discourages such an
arrangement. For many years, a number of offices and service functions
have been located there.
Jayne Stadium, built in 1964, was named for William LeGrande Jayne
and has been the home ofthe University's football and soccer teams. It has a
President's Box that is used for hosting at every game. When Dr. Doran was
getting up in age, we invited him and his wife to many games. After huffing
and puffing up the long walk up to the President's Box he said to me, "Ifl had
known I was going to live so long, I would have put in an elevator"!
An aside: A book would not be adequate unless it included the significant
contribution the Dorans made to this institution the region and the Commonwealth.
Dt: Doran was President from April 6, 1954 through December 31, 1976. A
total of 19 major buildings were built during his administration. We went from a
small unknown college to a respected University with growth rates that exceeded
20 percent. His legislative experience enabled him to work extremely well with
the state legislators and governors in seekingfunding He was a respected leader
in the Commonwealth. He was a demanding President and at times very straight
forward. The mostfamous quote is when he told students and faculty that this was
his University and he made the rules and if they didn't like them "there was a bus
going east and a bus going west!"

were built. By 1978, these systems had never been replaced but had patches
on top of patches. In 1986-87, the University had to be closed for days at a
time, to repair these systems.You could not depend on a continuous source
of electricity or heat. It was during my administration that we "bit the bullet"
and went to the Governor and to the Legislature to make our case. Even
though capital funds were scarce, we were successful in getting millions of
dollars to upgrade all ofthe systems. The campus was a mess for quite a while,
even with enrollment booming, but the University is benefiting from that
effort today We also installed a new telephone system and fortunately used
fiber optics that facilitates our current computer and other technologies.
For this effort, I was given a facsimile of a man-hole cover that was named
the "C. Nelson Grote Memorial Tunnef' (in jest) because we spent millions
on the project at a time when faculty and staffwere receiving minimal salary
and wage increases.
One can see, after hearing the many stories about the people whose
names are affixed on our buildings across this beautifulcampus, that walking
down the Boulevard is a "Stroll Down Memory Lane" for those of us who
were a part of the history of this special place. The names you see are given a
human dimension, realizing that each name represents a person who made a
unique contribution to this University They should not be forgotten. That's
why their names are engraved and etched into the permanent structures so
that they will be remembered forever. I hope you enjoyed Walking Down
Memory Lane with me and that in the future, you will not just use names
to identify buildings but recognize these memorials to some very special
people.

~

You may not have been aware as you were walking on the sidewalks of
the campus that there are tunnels under many of them that carry steam
lines, power lines, telephone and cable lines that support the entire campus.
The original lines were installed in 1926 when several of the main buildings
20
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MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY'S Named Places, Spaces and Units1
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The Facilities Maintenance Plan1 04I 04I 2003 edition.

Analysis of those Recognized by Category
Elected Officials: (State and Federal)
Breckinridge1 Robert J.1 State Superintendent
Butler1 Wendell P.1 State Superintendent
Camden1 Johnson I U.S. Senator
CarrollJulian M.1 Governor
Combs, Bert T, Governor
Cooper1 John Sherman, U.S. Senator
Ginger, Lyman V1 President KEA
Nunn, Beula, Wife of Governor Louie Nunn
Sen~ Earl W, Judge in Montgomery County
Thompson,J.H., Speaker, House ofRepresentatives
Waterfield, Harry Lee, Lt. Governor
Wetherby, Lawrence W, Governor
Young1 Allie,Judge and State Senator
Former University Presidents:
Button, Frank C., 1st President
Baird, William Jesse, 5th President
Doran, Adron, 7th President
Grote, C. Nelson, 11th President
Board of Regents:
Cartmell.William H.
Casssity; Lloyd
Fields, Dora], wife of Governor Williams Fields
Howell,Jerry F.1 Sr.
McDowell, Cloyd
Reed,B.F.
Faculty and Staff:

Claypoot Naomi
Doran, Mignon M.
Downing, George D.
Jayne, William LeGrande
Lappin, Warren C.
Laughlin, Robert G.
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Mays,Jesse T,
Rader, Clifford
Rice,WH.
Wilson, Roger L.
Young, Thomas
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MSU Buildings and Date Built
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1925 - Administration Building
· 1926 - Fields Hall
1926 - Allie Young Hall
1927 - Button Auditorium
1927 - Grote-Thompson Hall
1928 - Presidents Home
1931 - Breckinridge School
1
. ·_ SenffNatatorium
193 7 - Lappin Hall
193 7 Mays Hall
19 54 - Baird Music Building
19 56 - Wetherby Gymnasium
1957 - Student Center
1960 - Waterfield Hall
1960 - Lakewood Terrace
1961 - Combs Classroom Building
1961 - Butler Hall
. 1962 - Wilso.riHall
· · 1962 - C~ssity Building
· _19,63 _:_ Administration Building

i 963 - Regents Hall
1964 - Jayne Stadium
1965 - Rice Service Building
1965 - Cooper Hall
1967 - Laughlin Health Building
1967 - Downing Hall
1967 - Alumni Hall
1969 - Cartmell Hall
1969 - Ginger Hall
1969 - Nunn Hall
1973 - Reed Hall
1981 - Academic-Athletic Center
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By Dr. C. Nelson Grote
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JUNE 27, 1954
11 :00

A.M.

(CST)

FRANK C. BUTTON AUDITORIUM
Morehead, Kentucky

FRANK C. BUTTON
President Morehead Normal School

1887-1911
President Morehead Teachers' College

1923-1930

The Morehead Normal School Club welcomes you to the
Dedication Services of the FRANK C. BUTTON AUDITORIUM.
We are humbly thankful and proud of this tribute to the
memory of such a wonderful and worthy person. We have
worked diligently to achieve this honor for Brother Button,
and are extremely happy to have the privilege of dedicating
this auditorium to his memory. We are glad that you can be
with us today.

§§

OFFICERS

President .................................................. LEO OPPENHEIMER
Vice President ............................................ CLEFF C. TUSSEY
Treasurer ·····-·····-·····-·····--·········--····-···············RuBY P. Woon
Secretary .......................................................... ANNA CARTER

{J3usiness
Treasurer's Report.. ________________________ __ ________ ______________________ 9:30
Reading of Minutes ______ _____________ ____ _________________________ ______ __ l0:00
Report Nominating Committee __ ___ ___ ______ _____ __________ ________ _l0:30
Report Scholarship Committee _________ ____ ____ _____ ___ ______ ____ ___ l 0: 45

§§

Lunch will be served in the College Cafeteria at 12:30 (CST}

§§

The MNS Club wishes to express its
sincere appreciation to former President
Charles R. Spain for recommending to
the Board of Regents that the College
Auditorium be named the FRANK C.
BUTTON AUDITORIUM, and to the Board
of Regents for granting this 1,ermission.

11:00 A.M.

LEO OPPENHEIMER, PresidenL ................................Presiding
Twenty-third Psalm (Dr. Button's favorite scripture)
Everybody (Standing)
Prayer ................................................ INEZ FAITH HUMPHREY

Face to Face (Dr. Button's favorite song)
Everybody (Standing)
Address ....................................................1. HARLAN PowERS
Comments ................................................ DR. ADRON DORAN

President Morehead State College
Memorie·s............................................. ........... IDA H. BUTTON

Poem-President Button ................................ I RA T. CAUDILL

{J3usiness
Treasurer's ReporL ........................................................ 9:30
Reading of Minutes ........................................................ 10:00
Report Nominating Committee ...................................... 10:30
Report Scholarship Committee ...................................... ! 0:45

§§
Lunch will be served in the College Cafeteria at 12:30 (CST}

§§
The MNS Club wishes to express its
sincere appreciation to former President
Charles R. Spain for recommending to
the Board of Regents that the College
Auditorium be named the FRANK C.
BUTTON AUDITORIUM, and to the Board
of Regents for granting this permission.

Morehead Normal School Song ____________ _____ ____ _____ ____ Everybody

This school has seen the glory of the coming of the day,
When we'll go forth with diplomas, each to tread his chosen way.
And with clear and joyful voices we will sing our merry lay,
Hurrah for M. N. S.!
Chorus:
Morehead Normal, how we love her!
M. N. S., there's none above her!

Morehead Normal, yes we love her!
Our dear old M. N.S.
On the days that lie behind us we can backward look with joy,
There were pleasures mingled with them, duty never could alloy,
Happy days at Morehead Normal, which we did all enjoy,
Hurrah for M. N. S.!
Chorus:
On the years that lie before us, we must look with graver thought,
Lest the learning we've obtained here with hard study come to naught.
Let us plan then for the future, how our duties may be wrought,
Hurrah for M. N. S.!
Chorus:
Praise and honor let us give to this dear school we love the best,
With the knowledge that we gain here, we can surely stand the test,
Praise our earnest, worthy teachers, may they all by Him be blest,
Hurrah for M . N. S.!
Chorus:

From The Collection Of:
Dr. Jack D. Ellis
552 \AJ. Sun St.

Moreh~ad, KY 40361

606-784-7473

'Twas Doctor Button lit the torch
That set this hill aglow.
With all the light it now emits
'Twas he that trained it so.
As friend of man and child of God,
Who never thought of fame,
He humbly served with faith and zeal
And carved an honored name.
He tried with matchless fortitude
To walk the path Christ trod.
He dared uproot the hate of feud
To plant the love of God.
His Lord had called him forth to preach.
That call he gladly heard.
On Sabbath days he stood in church
Proclaiming Jesus' word.
Our chapel meant so much to him!
We went there every day
To sing some precious songs of faith,
And read the Book, and pray.
When we were in a puzzled state,
Uncertain what to do,
He cited, " Quit yourselves like men,"
A maxim old but true.
Let's all pursue the worthy goals
He ever kept in view;
Eternal life by knowing God;
Be faithful, kind, and true.
To this devoted man of God
Whose life we celebrate,
To Frank C. Button, President,
This hall we dedicate.
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In the 1940s, Senff Natatorium was used daily by students, faculty, community members and the swim team.

Old p_ool has dark ending
Regents vote to demolish
Senff Natatorium; renovation too costly
SARAH PERRY -

Editor

oug its winqows are broken an the
walls vandalized, the old red-brick building stands tall and proud. Forty years ago,
splashing water . and student laughter
could be heard reverberating .inside the
SenffNatatorium, but now, quietness surrounds the buildi~g as it awaits demolition.
On Sept. 2Q, the Board of Regents
(BOR) voted unanimously to remove the
building from campus, citing an adaptive
reuse for Senff could not be identified.
President Wayne Andrews said the university had preservation architects evaluate the Natatorium twice, but converting
the building to any other use would be
very costly because of the building's
design.
"The reality is, it was built as a swimming pool," Andrews said. ·
According to U.S. Department of the
Interior documents, the Natatorium was
closed to the public in 1988 when major
plumbing pipes under the pool were damaged during an extended winter freeze.
Andrews said knocking down the
building is part of a larger plan to update .
Button Auditorium. Because Button lacks
adequate toilet facilities and backstage
facilities for actors, the plan is to develop
a project in the next few years to provide
those services where Senff now stands. ·

A 'clean and vigorous' history
The story ofSenff.Natatorium began in
April 1932 when President John Howard

Ellis, a retired Director of Lib;~~i~;··for
MSU, said the BOR elected to build the
pool because of cheap labor costs. Jesse
Boggess, the construction supervisor,
refused to use power equipment _:. manpower and mule power were the primary
sources of the construction.
. The building was completed in June
1933 and was named after Judge Earl W.
Senff, a member of the BOR. Etched in

''

There's a path up
where the girls
peeked in behind ~the pool

''

- Jack Ellis, on the "peeping
tom" women who watched the
Navy Bluejackets swim nude

stone at the front of the building, facing
the Adron Doran University Center, are
the words, "This swimming pool is dedicated to the ideal of a clean and vigorous
youth," and was penned by Emmitt
Bradley, an English professor at (then)
Morehead State Teachers College.
Andrews said the stone etching is
going to -be preserved and placed on the
new studeat recreation center when it is
built.
Ellis said the Natatorium a.s...kno_:wius

sports came to MSU and the Daughters o
Poseidon and the Aquamen were created.
"When the swimming pool was built, it
changed the whole picture of aquatic
sports in the south," Ellis said.
The pool not only served the swim
team; students and faculty of MSU, but
also the Navy Bluejackets during World
War II. The Bluejackets were required to
attain certain swimming skills before
completing _their training, Ellis said.
The Bluejackets attracted a lot of
· · "peeping toms" because they swam nude,
Ellis said.
"There's a path up where . the girls
· peeked in behind the pool," he said with a
laugh.

A sea of memories
Ellis and MSU Golf Coach Rex
Chaney have many memories of the old
swimming pool.
Chaney said when he attended MSU
from 1953-1957, Bill Mack was in charge
of teaching people how to swim. Chaney
dubbed Mack as "the man in charge of
Natatorium" and said no history should be
written about the pool without mentioning
Mack.
He describes Mack_ as a stem man
whose goal was to reduce people's
chances of drowning. But, sometimes his
methods were a little severe, he said.
In order for students to pass his course,
Mack required all students to pull a body
out of the w.ate :with· two.-1n.inutes -

Editor · ·

It has been two years since
While at MSU, Blackbum
former MSU employee Darin had served as the MSU
Blackbum . left MSU after Center and Conference
being charged with fraudu- Services manager, and held a
lent use of university credit position
with
Student
cards.
Activities.
On Sept. 25 Blackbum
According to court docuwas arrested in New York, ments, Blackbum was arrestN.Y., and charged with grand ed in Morehead on March 18,
larceny and possession of 2005, for fraudulent use of
stolen property, according to university credit cards. On
an article published in The Jan. 1, 2006, the court grant.ed Blackbum a diversion.
New York Post:
Blackbum, 38, was fired
Gary Adkins, assistant
earlier this m<1mth by Nick & commonwealth attorney for
. Toni's Cafe in New York,
Mason,
_..,__....,..
__ Fleming and Bracken

CAMPUS SCENE-This is a view of part of. the Morehead College campus, ·· one o~ the newest and most beautiful in the South.
The state has an investx~ent of perhaps '~10 millfon in this plant. ,
,
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m~-fged into five academic schools: Education, Sciences and Mathematics, Applied Sciences and
Technology, Humanities and Social Sciences. Under
these five schools were 24 divisions and department.
In the fall of 1968 military science was offered for
the first time and in 1971 was placed on a voluntary
basis.
An additional school, Business and Economics,
was formed in 1971 encompassing the departments
of accounting, business administration, business
education and economics.
MSU currently offers five bachelor's degrees in 60
areas, eight master' s degrees in 16 areas, specialist
degrees in three areas and associate degrees in 24
areas.
In the 1972 fall semester, the university offered
nearly 1,400 separate classes taught by more than
350 faculty members.
Twenty different degrees have been offered by
Morehead State University during its 50 years of
educational service.
Of these, eight have been at the graduate level,
seven at the baccalaureate level and five at the
associate level.
The first graduates (1927) received the Bachelor
_of Arts in Education (A.B.Ed.) degree - the only
degree available. Three years later, the institution
granted the first of the Bachelor of Science in Edu cation (B.S.Ed.) degrees. When the word "Teachers"
was dropped from the name of the school in 1948,
these two degrees, the staples of the institution
during a quarter of a century, were discontinued .
They had been supplemented a dozen years earlier
with two other degrees Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Science.
A scant two decades after it began enrolling students, Morehead State Teachers College conferred
its first degree at the graduate level. This degree the Master of Arts rn Education (A.M.Ed.) - was
first awarded in 1942.
This array of degrees served well the purposes of
the college. When, however, the · school achieved
university status in 1966, additional educational
goals required the development of new degree programs.
The first of the associate degrees, which could be
earned through two years of study, was awarded in
that year and a second approved. These two
degrees - Associate of Applied Science and Associate of Science - were followed closely, in 1967, by
a new degree at the graduate level, the . Master of
·- Arts. ·
Enhancement of the academic stature of the
newly-designated university was vividly demonstrated in 1968 with the granting for the first time of
six new degrees.
Three of these were the first new degrees offer~d
at the baccalaureate level in more. than three decades. They were the Bachelor of Business Administration, Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Music
Education.
The other three new degrees awarded for the first
time in 1968 reflected the expanding graduate education program demanded of the new university.
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Conferred initially in that year were the Master of
Higher Education, Master of Music and Master of
Science degrees.
Two more graduate degrees - Master of Business
Education and Master of Music Educatton - were
awarded for the first ti me in 1969.
The next year saw a third two-year degree Associate of Applied Arts - added to the offerings
of the University.
In 1971, the first Associate of Arts degree was
awarded, and the first Master of Arts in Adult and
Continuing Education.
The Associate of Applied Business degree was
granted for the first time in 1972.
The Specialist in Education degree will be
awarded for the first time at the 1973 spring commencement by authority of the 1972 session of the
Generql Assembly.

Nearly Half of MSU Faculty
Hold Earned Doctorates
One of the chief ingredients of a quality university is its faculty, and Morehead State University's
faculty is highly trained, experienced, and dedicated.
Today, 44 per cent of MSU's teaching personnel
hold earned doctoral degrees. Only one in three
held doctorates in 1966 and j ust one of four in 1961.
Morehead State's faculty has grown from the
original eight members 50 years ago to 350 full and
part-ti me members today .. During the 1965-66

Average faculty salaries rose during the early years
of the institution, until a decline began in the early
1930's from which salaries did not recover until
after World War II.
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school year, MSU's faculty numbered 155. The number rose to 242 the folldwing year when the institution gained university status.
The average faculty salary for a nine-month
period was slightly over $12,000 in 1971-72, compared to the average of less than $2,000 paid 40
years earlier.
In an effort to upgrade the faculty and encourage
professional growth, the university developed a
modified sabbatical leave policy in the early 1960's
to supplement the regular plan which began in
1930. The modified leave plan permits an outstanding young staff member with at least three years of
service to be selected by the president for a 15month study leave with salary pro-rated over the
leave period. The individuals who are granted leave
agree to return to the university for a minimum of
two years or repay the salary.
Faculty members at Morehead State University
demonstrate a dedication to education that makes a
lasting impression on students. The faculty is concerned with helping students reach their peak
potential. Professors are available to counsel and
answer individual questions and organized classes
are small enough to allow individual attention.
The university's main goal is the acquisition,
transmission and application o·f knowledge. These

Research

$1.5 million

$1 millio

$0.5 milli n

FY

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

Grants received for research and development contracts at Morehead State University grew steadily
from the time of the inception of the Research and
Development Center in 1965 through , :;' 7 0, when a
national reduction occurred in the availability of
federal funds for educational research and development.

MSU f acuity are dedicated to teaching.
10

goals are reached through teaching, research and
service. In each of these functions, faculty members
play a major role.
Quality teaching is the first prerequisite for maintaining a high level of academic excellence. The
faculty with tenure and highest professional rank
teach freshman courses. MSU is aware that the
retention of outstanding faculty members wi 11
determine the future distinction of the university.
While never losing sight of its primary responsibility of teaching, the university also is concerned
with the additional responsibility of research. As the
institution grew to a regional university, its research
functions expanded . Emphasis has been placed on
applied research and development which can help
alleviate problems in the Appalachian region.
Morehead State is receiving more than $1 million
annually in research grants and development con-

Fron, Toa Collactfo,n ~~

tracts. Faculty members are encouraged to conduct
research which provides a learning situation for
professors and serves the region. As professors share
research experiences with students, a better learning environment is created. Faculty members are
granted release time to conduct research.
The MSU Alumni Association presented the first
annual "Distinguished Faculty Award" to Dr. Wil-

helm Exelbirt, professor of history, at the 1964 spring
alumni banquet.
He was chosen by nominations from alumni at
large with the concurrence of an alumni committee
and the executive council of the Alumni Association.
Criteria for the "Distinguished Faculty Award" are
a minimum of five years' service at MSU, contrib-

iate of Applied Business
d Continuing Education

-

Associate of Arts

-

f Applied Arts

Degrees
Education

Offered
Education
Mast r of Music
Master

f Science

or of Business Ad inistration
Bechel r of Music

1935

1945

1955

Bachelor of Musi

. - - - - - - • - - - - • - - - - - • - - - - . . -- - - - -1

aster

Education

Arts

Scien
Associate o Scien

Master of Arts in Education
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Education
Bachelor of Arts in Education

Degree offerings were rather limited, with no more
than five degrees available at any one time until
1966, when the first associate degree was offered.

Since then, 15 new degrees have been added, seven
of them at the graduate level.
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ution to the field of education, professional and
instructional growth, , pursuit of excellence, appreciation for anonymity, adaptability and responsibility
to the campus community, versatility, ethical attitudes in accomplishments and cooperation with
faculty and students.
Other recipients of the "Distinguished Faculty
Award" have been:
1965 - Dr. Margaret B. Heaslip, professor of biology.
1966 - Dr. J. E. Duncan, dean of the School of

An addition to the library was completed in 1965.

Library Began
The first library was begun in 1922 with 4,360
books and a budget of $500 donated by the Christian Church which had operated the Morehead
Normal School since 1887.
In the past 50 years, volume holdings have risen
to 235,157 with a yearly budget of $263,000.
The library was first located in Burgess Hall,
which stood on the site of the present Johnson
Camden Library and housed the chapel, music
rooms and served as the home of President Frank C.
Button. Burgess Hall was removed in 1929 to make
way for the construction of a new library building
which was opened on Jan. 22, 1-931.
Mrs. Nannie G. Falconer served as librarian for

12

Humanities.
1967 - Dr. Mary Northcutt, professor of education.
1968 - Dr. Madison Pryor, professor of biology.
1969 - Dr. Franklin Mangrum, professor of philosophy.
1970 - Allen Lake, associate professor of biology.
1971 - Dr. Charles Pelfrey, professor of English.
1972 - Mrs. Julia Webb, associate professor of
speech and debate coach.

Johnson Camden Library was opened in 1931.

Burgess Hall
seven years as the first professional staff member.
Miss Edith Fullen was librarian from 1929 to 1931.
Only the second floor was used as a library and
contained two reading rooms, a stack area, cataloging room, office and circulation desk.
The first floor housed the Department of Art and
the third floor consisted of faculty offices, study
rooms, and conference rooms.
By 1932 the number of books contained in the
library had increased to 15,225, the book budget
was $1,250 and the professional staff had increased
by one. Mrs. Alice Palmer Morris was librarian and
Miss Marguerite Bishop was assistant librarian, a
P?Sition she held until her death in 1971.

Nliss lone M. Chapman became librarian in 1946
and began teaching classes on library usage that
year.
Mrs. Dorothy Conley joined the staff in 1958 and
established the materials center, a combination of
curriculum, illustrative materials and audio-visual
aids. Miss Clarica Williams was employed as a fulltime library science teacher that year.
By this time, quarters for the art department had
been constructed on the ground floor of Allie
Young Hall and the library had use of the entire
building.
Construction began on the new wing of the
library in 1964. Completed in 1965, it now houses
the periodical department and humanities collection .
Microfilm service was initiated in 1965 and a photocopier was added . The TWX (teletype) system and
the Dial Access Center were added in 1970. The teletype machine permits the library to borrow books
from universities throughout the United States and
Canada. The Dial Access Center, located in the
Combs Building, permits students to hear sound
tapes of selected studies automatically.
The Johnson Camden Library professional staff
now numbers 22.
Dr. Jack D . Ellis, who succeeded Miss Chapman
in 1968, is director of libraries and Miss Faye Belcher is associate director.
The library subscribes to almost 2,000 professional
journals and magazines and 40 daily and weekly
newspapers. It has 12,000 recordings, films, filmstrips and tapes and 70,000 microfilms and microcards.

200,000

Book
Holdings

100,000

I
50,000
25,000

The state normal school began with fewer than
5,()(X) volumes in its library. The holdings were
increased over the years to 245,()(X), with the most
dramatic increase - a doubling - being accomplished between 1968 and 1972.

1972

$263,000

The amount of money available each year to buy
books for the library has been increased to more
than 500 times what it was in the early days of the

institution. For the 1971-72 school year, the book
budget amounted to more than two per cent of the
institutional budget, or $42 per student.
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The Campus Grows
Morehead State Normal School began its first year
with four buildings. The lone brick structure - Burgess Hall - stood where the library now stands,
and contained , among other things, the library. One
of the three frame buildings then on the campus Hodson Hall - occupied a site on University Street
as an apartment house until it was razed to make
way for the Baptist Student Center.
Within the first three years, new buildings which
reflected the new mission of the institution began
to rise on the campus . In 1926, an administration
build ing (now Rader Hall) was built. That same
year, Allie Young Hall was opened. Two more dormitories, Thompson and Fields halls, were added in
1927. Button Auditorium was built in 1929.
The growing school was provided in 1930 with a
home for its president. The new library was built in
1930. The next year, Jayne Memorial Stadium was
built at the east end of the campus, and Breckinridge Training School (now University Breckinridge)
went up nearby. Senff Natatorium was built in 1932.
By 1937, with the extension of the campus to the
west by Scie~ce Hall (now Lappin Hall) and to the
east by the construction of East Men's Hall (now
Mays Hall), the campus had taken on the physical
form it was to retain for most of the next two decades.
Construction got underway again in 1953 with the
erection of Baird Music Hall. The campus rarely has
been without major construction projects since that
date.
A dozen residence halls have been built, beginning with Waterfield in 1960, Butler in 1961, Wilson
in 1962, Mignon and Regents in 1963, West Mignon
in 1964, East Mignon and Cooper in 1965, Mignon
Tower and Alumni Tower in 1967 and Cartmell and
Nunn halls in 1969. Eleven structures have been
added to provide 165 apartments for married students and 34 housing units have been built for faculty.
The Doran Student House was built in 1957 and
expanded in 1969 and renamed the Adron Doran
University Center. The Combs Classroom Building
was constructed in 1961, and the Lloyd Cassity
Building rose next to it the following year. The Jerry
Howell-Cloyd McDowell Administration Building
was constructed in 1963 and enlarged in 1966.
Palmer House, a home management house, was
acquired in 1964. The W. H. Rice Maintenance Service Building was constructed in 1965. This surge of
campus expansion brought two additions to Baird
Music Hall, and one each to Lappin, University
Breckinridge, Button and Johnson Camden Library,,
Wetherby Gymnasium was built in 1956 and in
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1967 the Laughlin Health Building opened with
facilities for teaching health, physical education and
recreation and for intramural sports.
Breathitt Sports Center, which includes a 10,000seat stadium, track, baseball and soccer fields, tennis courts, intramural fields and practice fields, was
built in 1964. Downing Hall , the athletic dormitory,
was built in 1967, the same year the University
acquired a nine -hole golf course east of Morehead
on U.S. Highway 60.
Two new academic facilities were finished near
the center of the campus in 1968 - the ClaypoolYoung Art Building and Lyman V. Ginger Hall. The
University acquired a 212-acre experimental farm
the same year.
In 1970, the original Administration Building, by
then named Rader Hall, was renovated to become
the home of the School of Soc ial Sciences.
Holbrook Manor was acquired in 1971 to provide
10 faculty apartments.

The 1930 campus had a rural look.
By 1972, it resembled a city.

Construction continues at the western edge of
the campus, where the $3.5-million Boyd F. Reed
Hall is being built to house the Appalachian Technical Institute.
Now consisting of more than 50 major structures,
the MSU campus is valued at over $70 million.

Nunn Hall, 1969

Ca_r_tmell Hall, 1969

Alumni Tower, 1967

Waterfield Hall, 1960

19

Baird Music Hall, 1954, additions 1963, 1968

Lyman V. Ginger Hall, 1968

20

Rader Hall, 1926, renovation 1970

Phvsical Growth Began in 50's
4-

Lappin Hall (1937, addition 1968)

1-

Lloyd Cassity Building (1962)

6-

President's Home (1p29)

3-

wBert CombsrwBuildi,,,, (19i )=

710 -

Senff Natatorium ( 1932)
Button Building ( 19~9, addition 1961,
renovation 1968)

11 -

Fields Hall ( 1927)

12 -

Johnson Camden Lifrary (1930,
addition 1965)

..

5-

1-A 16 -

~

Adron Doran University Center (1957,,'
addition 1969)
,,

Boyd F. Reed Hall ( 1972)
Howell-McDowell Administration
Building
(1963, addition 1'966)

9 - §ffi Faculty
Housing
ti
'4¥1
28 ---:.v Waterfield Hall ( 1960)

17 -

Claypool-Young Art Building (1968)

19 -

Gin~er Harl ( 1968)

29

22 -

Palmer House (1964)

24 -

West Mignon Hall (1964)

- '¥¥

Lake.; ood Terracen( 1960,
additions 1963, 1965)

ill

13 -

Allie Young Hall (1 !26)

30

Univ4:t,rsity L,p ke

25 -

Mignon Hall ( 1963)

20 -

Rader Hall ( 1926, renovation 1970)

33 -

Wilson Hall (1962}

26 -

Mignon Tower ( 1967)

21 -

Thompson Hall ( 19~7)

34 -

Rice-ville (1 c/56)

27 -

East Mignon Hall ( 1965)

23 -

University Breckinridge School ( 1931,
addition 1966)

36 -

Baird Music Hall (1954,
additions 1963, 1'968)

31 -

Alumni Tower ( 1967)

32 -

Regents Hall (1963)

35 -

Cooper Hall ( 1965)

39 -

Normal Hall ( 1967)

40 -

W. H. Rice Maintenance
Building ( 1965)

'41 -

Laughlin Health Building ( 1967)

~3 -

Cartmell Hall ( 1969)

37 -

t;

Mays Hall '( 1937)

_ JW

38 --:* Butler Hall (1 961}
I

42 ....:!! Wetherby Gymnasium (1956)

-

I

_.\ ,.:)~

Breathitt Sports Center Stadium ( 1964)

5-

Breathitt Sports Center Baseball Field

6-

Practice Field

7-

Downing Hall ( 1967)

49 -

Practice Field

50 -

Practice Field

52 -

Nunn Hall (1969)
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N
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Phvsical Growth Began in SO's
4-

Lappin Hall (1937, addition 1968)

1 '1i.i!... Lloyd" Cassity tsu1

6-

President's Home (1929)

3-

710 -

1-A·16 -

Bert Combs Boilding ( 1961 )
w

Senff Natatorium { l 932)
Button Building { 1929, addition 1961,
renovation 1968)

5 ·. - Adrott Dora.n.1µ niversity®Centef { 1957,
addition 1969)

9-

Boyd F. Reed Hall (1972)
Howell-McDowell Administration
Building
(1963, addition 1966)

Faculty Housing

17 -

Claypool-Young Art Building (1968)
Ginge!r Hall ( 1968)

11 -

Fields Hall { 1927)

281¥

Wal: rfield H:ffl (1960)'

19 -

12 -

Johnson Camden Library { 1930,
addition 1965)

29 -

Lakewood Terrace (1960,
addiU,ons 19~, 1965)

22 -

Palmer House (1964)
Wes1 Mignon Hall (1964)

University Lake

24 25 -

Wilson Hall (1962)

26 ;- Mignon Towe.r ( 1967)

13 -

Allie Young Hall (1926)

30 -

20 -

Rader Hall { 19~6, renovation 1970)

33

21 -

Thompson Hall { 1927)

34 !_ Rice,rlle (195! )

23 -

University Breckinridge School { 1931,
addition 1966)

36 -

Mays Hall '(1937)

38 -

37 -

r

Mignon Hall (1963)

27 -

East Mignon Hall ( 1965)

Baird Music Hall (1954,
adcfitions 1963, 1968}

31 -

Alumni Tower ( 1967)

32 -

Reg:nts Hall { 1963) ·

Butl., r Hall ( 1961 )

35 -

Cooper Hall (1965)

39 -

Normal Hall ( 1967)

40 -

W. H. Rice Maintenance
Building ( 1965)

t4 l

Laughlin Health Building ( 1967')

42 -::- Wetti"rby GyJ:TIQasiumw{J 956)

-

~3 -

Cartmell Hall { 1969)

~4 -

Breathitt Sports
w Center Stadium
. (1 964)

5-

Breathitt Sports Center Baseball Field

6-

Practice Field

7-

Downing Hall ( 1967)

8-

Tennis Courts

:4 9 -

Practice Field

I

50 -

Practice Field

1

52 -

.,p~
' .....,.
I

Nunn Hall { 1969)

-

.._.

Adron Doran University Center, 1957, addition 1969

Mignon Hall, 1963

Mignon Tower, 1967

Normal Hall, 1967

18

Bert Combs Building, 1961

Laughlin Health Building, 1967

Claypool-Young Art Building, 1968

21

University Breckinridge School, 1931, addition
1966

President's Home, 1929

Allie Young Hall, 1926

Lakewood Terrace

22

Campus

Lappin Hall, 1937, addition 1968

Button Building, 1929, addition 1961, renovation 1968

Lloyd Cassity Building, 1962

Thompson Hall, 1927

Lawrence W. Wetherby Gymnasium, 1956

23

University Breckinridge School, 1931, addition
1966

President's Home, 1929

~

Allie Young Hall, 1926

Lakewood Terrace

22

Campus

~

..--rr.w

Administration Evolves
When Morehead State first opened its doors, the
administrative staff consisted of a president and an
academic dean to assist the seven faculty members.
Added the next school year were a dean of
women, director of extension, librarian, business
agent, dormitory matron and superintendent of
buildings and grounds.
A treasurer was appointed in 1925 and the director of extension also became the registrar. A cafeteria director was named in 1926 and a dean of men
in 1929.
By the end of the institution's first decade in
1932-33, the administration had added four more
positions: recorder, director of the training school,
bookstore and post office manager and director of
placement.
Growth leveled off in the second decade and
only three additional posts - comptroller, assistant
dean of men and director of public relations were created.
The third decade, ending in 1952, brought forth a
dean of students and a business manager. Added by
the end of 1962 were directors of graduate study,
school services, in-service education and alumni relations.
MSU's fifth decade reflected the booming growth

experienced during the Doran administration as the
Board of Regents ap'proved appointments of five
vice presidents, six school deans and directorships
for admissions, data processing, food service, nonacademic personnel, housing, security, printing,
publications and student aid .
Three administrative assistants to the president
were named during the period and two of them
later became vice presidents.
Also created in recent years were directorships
for four service agencies within the University The Personal Development Institute, Appalachian
Adult Education Center, the Institute for Public
Broadcasting, and the Institute for the Aging; and
for four federal projects - Upward Bound, Talent
Search, Head Start and Special Services.
Today, MSU's internal structure consists of five
bureaus headed by vice presidents who report
directly to the president. This organizational structure is similar to those used by many other universities of comparable size.
The administrative framework was basically the
same for the first 44 years of MSU's history.
Achievement of university status in 1966 prompted
President Doran and the Board of Regents to undertake a major reorganization to cope with the mush-

The Howe/I-McDowell Administration Building was opened in 1963.
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Enrolled With 459 1.n Coli. ege

And 362 In
Breckinridge.

The Board of Regent~ of More, head State Teach ~r-,
College has
made ap,plication to the Public

I

!
I

Works Administration for a loan o·f
$255,32'i for the erection of

I
ollment in the College reached. I
I of .459 · on W c dn,~sday of thi s
with ~a few m or ::! expected t o I

a

science biliildinf for the College , The
application is pendi_:1g and it is ngt

according to Mary Page Milegistrar.
,
:kinridge Training SchoJ1 en- I
nt totals 362, mak:11~ a grand 1
)f 82 1 students.
~ accurate fig nh~s Wt ll l, e ren ext week whe '1 a more co•.uc
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; fa<.:t brought :.;:,t i ,1 the en1t is that for the ·f irst time
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B oth A ll; e Youn,; and Field s
Warren C. Lappin, director of the
·irl's do.rmitories . are well
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will be
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The College vmg grant-:!d a loan
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Know the Exciting History of the Grote-Thompson Residence Hall
Few other students on campus know as much as you will about their residence hall.
Grote-Thompson Hall is one of the few buildings on the campus that is on the National
Historical Register. Its' architecture and status are protected. This residence hall played
an important role during World War II as discussed below. It has served only men, only
women and is now a co-ed residence hall on University Boulevard in the center of the
campus. It is a stately building.
Grote-Thompsn Halll was built in 1927 and is one of the first four buildings constructed
on the campus. The original building construction cost was $503,000 and the renovation
in 1990-91 cost $2,093,300. The original ·architectural work was done by Joseph and
Joseph Architural firm used numerous times by MSU since then with new generations
of architects. Tthe renovation project was completed by the architectural firm of DOW
and Associates, Inc.. The orginal drawings were signed by Dr. Frank Button, the
President at the time and the construction contractor was F.G. Holladay Company.
From construction in 1927 until Oct. 14, 2008, the building was known as Thompson
Hall, in recognition of the political support of James H. Thompson, a former speaker of
the House of Representatives in the Kentucky Legislature who was from Bourbon
County. Speaker Thompson had worked closely with Senator Allie Young when the
decision was ·made to locate a college in Rowan County in 1923. In 2008, the MSU
Board of Regents decided to re-name the building to Grote-ThompsonHall in honor of
MSU's 11th president Dr. C. Nelson Grote. (There are three other buildings on the campus
with combined names.) Dr. Grote served as President ofMSU from 1987-92 and earlier
had served as Division Chairman and Dean of the School of Applied Sciences and
Technology for eleven years at Morehead State University. . It was during his
administration as President that Grote-Thompson Hall was completely renovated since it
had been built 63 years earlier.
During the war years of 1942-1944, Grote-Thompson Hall and Mays Hall were occupied
by Navy sailors who were training for duty at sea to defend our country. . A United
States Naval Training Station was opened on campus on May 5, 1942,with a contingent
of 600 sailors who were enrolled in a 4 month training program in applied electricity.
The facilities were dedicated on August 21, 1942. By the time the program was
decommissioned on October 4, 1944, more than 4000 men had rotated through the
program. During this time, the Vice President of the United States Alben Barkley, known
as the Kentucky Orator, visited the Training Station and there is reason to believe that he
too has walked the halls of Grote-Thompson Hall. ) The entire building was used

exclusively by navy personnel. While being used for Navy sailors, the basement of
Grote-Thompson Hall was used as the Ships Stores complete with a Post Exchange (PX)
for navy personnel use only. The sailor's laundry, steam cleaning, and pressing shop were
also located in the basement.
Since then, the basement has been used for various functions
Before renovation in 1990, coin-operated student laundry facilities were located in the
basement and served the entire building. The staff were allowed to put a drop of red
finger nail polish on the quarters they used and they retrieved their coins periodically.
Over the years, a variety of special functions have been located in the basement. At one
time Sue Woodrow, the university seamstress, made drapes for university offices and
residence halls; repaired sports/band uniforms; and other respairs. Mark Smith ran the
campus upholstery shop keeping couches and chairs repaired for the entire campus.
Spaces were used for meetings and conferences. The non-traditional student lounge and
counseling center was located there in the early 90' s. Currently, the Office of Student
Housing is located in the basement.
Since current students may have had parents or older friends reside in this hall in past
years, a review of the people who served as Directors of the Hall may be of interest. They
played a very important role in many ways. (Mentors, surrogate parents, disciplinarians
and good friends) In recent years the following people have served ably as Directors:
Edith Martin
Belva Sammons
Jean Flannery
Patty Wuebbon Yost
Closed: decline in enrolloment
Dennis McKay
Renovation Project
Ruth Ann Hamey Howard

1963-1975
1975-1976
1976-1979
1979-1985
1985~1988
1988-1989
1989-1991
1991-2008

The original hall was designed as single rooms for two persons with community
bathrooms down the hall, each serving 25 students. The building was designed to
accommodate a total of 150 students. Each room was furnished with a single sink,
mirror, closet, and storage space. During periods of increased enrollment, more than two
students were assigned to each room. Accommodations in the rooms were sparse with
one electrical outlet on each wall and a single light fixture in the center of the room. In
later years, there were restrictions regarding the use of hot plates, small refrigerators, and
space heaters because of critical electrical limitations A complete kitchen in the
basement was available to all students residing in the building.. It was a miracle that
there was not a catastrophic fire in the hall. When the renovation occurred, one could
readily observe the bare, frayed wiring in the old walls and ceilings.

In 1990-91, the building was up dated with "pods" or "clusters" which was a new concept
around the country. Grote-Thompson Hall currently provides 45 rooms double
occupancy rooms and 6 rooms accommodate 4 persons each for a total of 114. Each
"pod" has 7-8 rooms sharing a kitchen complete with a stove, refrigerator, microwave

r/

I

and sink. There is a table and chairs fo~ ting and a social area with a TV. Additionally,
'poclmates' share a bathroom and laundty room containing 2 washers and 2 dtyers. Each
'pod" is designed for 15-18 persons. The 'pod' provides a ''family" atmosphere for the
enrichment of student life.
You can be proud of the building that you have the privilege of living in while attending
Morehead State University. Tell others about its unique history. They will be impressed
by your knowledge.
Consultations with:
Dallas Sammons, Current Director of Housing
Dr. Jack Ellis, Former Head Librarian and Historian
Anna Mae Riggle, Former Dean of Students
Larry Stevenson, Former Director of Housing
Dennis McKay, Former Director of Thompson Hall
Jean Flannery, Former Director of Thompson Hall
Ruth Ann Harney Howard, Former Director of Thompson Hall
Clyde James, Former Director of the University Center (ADUC)
Jackie Scott, Former Director of Non-Traditional Students Program
Wilma Grote, for reviewing the text and her critique
Prepared by Dr. C.Nelson Grote,
President Emeritus
January 2009
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Tunnels Under MSU
Having interviewed Mr .

w.

H. Rice of Moreh ead , former

head of ma intenance at the university , I have found informa - tion deal i ng with the a uestion of tunnels under the unive r sity
gr ounds .

In 1935 Mr . Rice began the building of 5- fo ot s qua e

con cret e t unnels , the main one being 1200 fe et long a nd ex tending from the power plant t o t he main campus .

Ea. ch building

on t h e campus , except Allie Young , has a tunnel leading to it .
Inside these tunne l s are the gas , water , a nd electric
l ines for the campus .

It is the first and only tunnell :_ system

in Kentucky a nd was Mr • . Rice ' s idea .

Although expensive , Mr .

Rice feels that it has saved money i n the long run .
tem was a PWA project a nd built wi th

60%

The sys-

fed er a l funds a nd

40%

stat e funds .
It is the warmth of these tunnels t hat allow sections of
the university to remain free of ice and snow during t he winter
months .

Access to t he tunne l s is r availabl e in every building

a nd t hrough op enings on campus .

The upkeep of t he utilities

is made easier with these tunnels and helps pre11ent t he tea ring
up of ca mpus grounds for repa ir work .

March2009
Sharing some History with Jack Ellis

You will probably have these bits of history but just in case you don't have it
all, I thought I'd share. My two sources are Harold Holbrook and Pucky
Bradly. In fact Pucky did not know a lot but she looked her grandfather up in
some old yearbooks and found some answers to my questions.

W.L. Jayne, whose name is on the Foot ball Stadium at MSU had three
children: Wurtz, LeGrand and Pinky. Pucky Bradley was his granddaughter.
LeGrand was Pucky's father. W.L. did not attend the First Christian Church
but started a Baptist church. He died in 1930.

W.L Jayne was William LeGrand Jayne and served as the Dean of the
Morehead Normal School and as Chairman of the Athletic Board. I would
guess that is why is name is on the Football Field.

This information helped me with the writing that I am doing about the names
on buildings at MSU.

~,£_

Nelson,

MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY
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• 1980, A.O. Albright named 10th
president
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• l9oJ, WMKYgoes on the air
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Then and Now
Doran Student House in 1964; the architect's
drawing of the Adron Doran University Center
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14. M£N'S HALL

2.SCl~N~ BUILDING
3. HOME M.4NAGtM€.N1r HOUSE:

15. Tl2ACIC

16. PLAYGl20UND

4.PeESID'=NT'S ~OMf;:
:}.NATA-TOl21UM
6.AUOIT0121UM Ii, GYMNASIUM

17. VET 'S YILL.ttG~
18. BUILDINGS a; GIWUNOS DEPT.
19. TENNIS COUl2TS
ZO. JA YN~ ST AOIUM
21. NEW GYMNASIUM
22.f'.OOTSALL FIELD

7.i:::IELDS UA-LL
8.CAMDf:N Lll?,12Al2Y

9-ALLI-E YOUNG U-ALL
10ADMINISTl2ATIOM BUILDING
11 TH-OM PSON

23. BASEBALL +:"lf:LD

H-A-LL

24.DAM

12B2ECtlN~IDG£ H'AINING SCOOOL
25.LAK-E.
l~BAl~D MUSIC BUILDING
26.PIWPOS-£D STUD-EhlT UNION SLOG.
27. COLL-EGE. PAIZ.k.l NG LOT
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MOREHEAD STATE COLLEGE
MOREHEAD KENT UC KY
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A Summer School and a Deli~thtful Summer Resort Cotnbined - MOREHEAD STATE NORMAL SCHOOL AND TEACHERS COLLEGE
I

·Morehead

Summer Session: First Term Opens Jiu ne 3rd., 1929; Second Term July 15
A strong Faculty of scholarly, well trained men
and women.

A million dollars' worth of New

·Buildings, Splendid Equipment, Growing Library,
Modern Training School. Fine New Dormitories
for Men and Women, Modern Conveniences, and
one of the Best School Cafeterias in the country.

Eminent Lecturers on Special Subjects engaged
for both Summer Terms.

Magnificent Gymna-

sium-Auditorium Building just completed at a
Mst of nearly a Quarter of a Million-A Thing
of Beauty, a Joy Forever!

Kentucky

I
A School surrounded .by Majestic Hills and
Stately Forest Trees. Th~ Clear Sparkling Water,
Cool Mountain Air, and In.spiring Natural Scenery
Conspire to Make Mor£ head a Most Charming
and Delightful Place to 1 Spend Your Summer!
I.

An Ideal Place to Prepare Yourself Better for
Teaching, Add to Your College Credits and Grow
Strong Intellectually an,1 Physically.
On the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway and the
Scenic Midland Trail, ' Midway Between the
Flourishing, Progressive ,Cities of Lexington and
Ashland, Kentucky.

Six hours of College Work, or one unit of High
School may be earned each Summer Term.

Expenses: Board, $3.50 to $5.00 per week. · Room
Rent, $1.50 per week. Fees, $5.50. Approximate
expenses for five weeks term, $35.00.

For reservation, reduced railroad certificate, or
further information, write or wire

F. C. BUTTON, President
Boys' Dormitory

Administration Building
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Allie Young Hall

Snow Scene

Auditorium and Gymnasium

Fields Hall
SENTINEI..D.EMOCRAT, PRINTU.,, Im STUI.INO, ltY.

